
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Planting Seeds of Hope and Love 

2 
 

 

 

Table of Contents 
 

Introduction by Larry Rice – page 3 

 

Chapter 1 – Re-sprouting by Overcoming Fear - page 5 

 

Chapter 2 – Planting Seeds of Hope in the midst of  

COVID-19 – Page 15 

 

Chapter 3 – Experiencing Healing from the Epidemic of 

 Fear – Page 21 

 

Chapter 4 – The Power to Plant the Seeds of Hope and  

Love – Page 30 

 

Chapter 5 – Letting Lament Result in Positive Action – 

Page 40 

 

Chapter 6 – Experiencing Faith and Hope in the Midst  

of Creation – Page 47 

 

Chapter 7 – Now is the Time to Pray – Page 57 

 

Conclusion – Page 71 

 

 



Planting Seeds of Hope and Love 

3 
 

 

 

Introduction 

During the coronavirus “shut down” and the months following, 

the New Life Evangelistic Center outreach team members have 

distributed over 3,500 personal hygiene kits in Mid-America 

plus hundreds more in India.  In addition, it daily provides bag 

lunches, water, and other essential items to the homeless as 

they are invited to become a part of the NLEC residential 

training program. 

As the seeds of hope and love are planted, the response has 

been nothing short of miraculous.  Record numbers of 

homeless individuals are now deciding to leave the cycle of 

homelessness they had been caught up in, and get involved in 

the NLEC Residential Training Programs. 

Some of their testimonials are included in this book.  I have 

also shared seven of the messages I have written in response 

to these trying times to encourage you. 

Pastor Ray Redlich and Pastor Chris Aaron Rice and our NLEC 

Team Leader, Paparao Yeluchuri in India, have also shared 

reflections concerning their different ministries. 

I pray that as you read this book, not only will you be inspired 

through what you read, but also by the changed lives that are 

taking place as a result of the seeds of hope and love you are 

planting as you partner with New Life Evangelistic Center. 
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In March of 2020 as the coronavirus released its fury upon the 

Midwest, many of the homeless found themselves without the 

direct services they had previously received from other 

agencies.  In response, New Life Evangelistic Center, during 

this crisis, expanded its outreach to the homeless to fill this 

void. 

New Life found itself in the unique position to provide such 

services after it had to revamp its way of serving the homeless 

following the closing of 1411 Locust in April, 2017.  At that time 

New Life Evangelistic Center moved its headquarters to 2428 

Woodson Road in Overland, Missouri. Since the closing of 

1411 Locust, NLEC had proceeded to shelter the homeless 

women and children through the opening of a series of Safe 

Houses throughout the greater St. Louis area.  At the same 

time, it expanded its Residential Training Programs for men 

and families in Springfield, Marshfield and New Bloomfield, 

Missouri.  At 806 N Jefferson in Springfield, Missouri, the New 

Life Evangelistic Center is daily serving over 100 homeless 

men, women and children. 

 

To God Be the Glory for Great Things He Has Done! 

 

 

 

 

1 

I came to New Life a broken man, 

alcoholism had destroyed my 

relationships and caused me to lose my 

job.  Since I have been at New Life I have 

found healing and recovery from 

alcoholism and from my anger.  Now, I 

live in peace.  To God be the Glory for the 

Great Things He Has Done in my life! 

Neil 
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1 
RE-SPROUTING by Overcoming Fear 

 

In the back of the New Life Evangelistic Center headquarters 

in Overland, there remains a stump of a tree.  This stump that 

stands about 8 feet tall consists of the remains of a tree that 

actually blew over some five years ago.  As the tree laid on its 

side with its large ball of roots out of the ground, I felt led to 

encourage the staff to cut off the trunk of that oak tree some 8 

feet off the ground and put the roots back in the ground. 
 

As time passed that tree started to sprout again as described in 

Job 14:7 where it says, “At least there is hope for a tree:  If it 

is cut down, it will sprout again and its new sprouts will not 

fail.” I believe this is the case for those who will trust God 

and remain faithful in His work. 
 

Now as the NLEC staff and those in its residential training 

program go out to the parking lot each day, they see this 

sprouted tree and are reminded that in 

spite of their past they also can start all 

over again.  This tree also has reminded 

us that although the political powers 

closed 1411 Locust it cannot kill the 

ministry of New Life Evangelistic 

Center.  Since the closing of this 

building in April, 2017, NLEC has 

responded and opened NINE Safe 

Houses in the Bi-State area as it has 

expanded its outreach throughout Missouri. 
 

The book of Job is the story of a man who had it all and lost it 

all.  When Job had uttered his wish to be like a tree he was at 

the point of total despair. 
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In Job 13:25-28, Job in the midst of his pain and hopelessness 

had cried out to God, “Will you torment a windblown leaf?  

Will you chase after dry chaff?  For you write down bitter 

things against me and make me reap the sins of my youth.  

You fasten my feet in shackles; you keep close watch on all 

my paths by putting marks on the soles of my feet.  So, man 

wastes away like something rotten, like a garment eaten my 

moths.” 
 

Satan had cut loose on Job with both barrels.  Job had lost all 

his possessions, his children, his reputation and everything he 

valued in life.  Job was worse than homeless.  His wife saw 

him covered with sores and told him to “curse God and die” 

(Job 2:9)   

 

Job’s so called three friends, instead of helping him, only 

threw accusations at him. 
 

At his lowest point Job cried out, “He tears me down on every 

side till I am gone; he uproots my hope like a tree.” (Job 

19:10). 
 

New Life Evangelistic Center has its tree of hope behind its 

building to remind us that in spite of the past we can sprout 

again.  Job had lost it all but he still did not curse God.  Many 

are ready to do just that because of the problems brought on 

by COVID-19. 
 

In the midst of his misery, Job remembered the sprouting tree.  

He knew in the depths of his being that like a tree, he would 

live again, even if he was cut down.  By faith and 

determination, he cried out, “I know that my redeemer lives, 

and that in the end he will stand on the earth.  And after my 

skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I 

myself will see him with my own eyes-I, and not another.  

How my heart yearns within me!” (Job 19:25-27). 
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We see that Job’s desire to “see” God fulfilled as God speaks 

to him out of a storm.  In Job chapters 38, 39, 40, and 41, we 

read one of the most extended monologues from God in the 

Bible as God proceeds to talk directly to Job. 
 

During this time of interaction God uses His creation to relate 

truths to Job that no man could communicate.  When God 

finished speaking Job cried out, “My ears had heard of you 

but now my eyes have seen you.  Therefore, I despise myself 

and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42: 5, 6). 
 

It has been the Holy Spirit working through the word of God 

that has sustained and strengthened, the Christian community 

in the midst of the plagues, economic depressions, and other 

tragedies in the past.  In John 14:1 Jesus tells us, “Do not let 

your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God, trust also in Me.” 

Deut. 20:3,4 declares, “Remember the word of the Lord.  Do 

not be fainthearted or afraid; do not be terrified or give way 

to panic before them.  For the Lord your God is the one who 

goes with you.” 
 

In 1527, when the bubonic plague hit Wittenberg, Germany, 

Martin Luther refused to flee the city and protect himself.  

Instead he stayed and ministered to the sick, which cost his 

daughter Elizabeth her life. 
 

Luther wrote in the midst of the plague a tract entitled, 

“Whether One May Flee from a Deadly Plague”.  In it he 

wrote, “I shall ask God mercifully to protect us.  Then I shall 

fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine and take it.  

I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not 

needed in order not to become contaminated and thus 

perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death 

as a result of my negligence.  If God should wish to take me, 

he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected 

of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or 
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the death of others.  If my neighbor needs me, however I shall 

not avoid place or person, but will go freely as stated above.  

See this is such a God – fearing faith because it is neither 

brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt God.” 
 

The New Life Evangelistic Center teams of First Responders 

are implementing a similar balance during the 2020 

coronavirus pandemic.  As they ask for God’s protection, and 

practice protective hygiene and distancing practices, the New 

Life first responders are on the front lines directly assisting 

those who have no home in which they can self-quarantine.  

This direct assistance includes the provision of food, shelter, 

hygiene kits, masks, water, and spiritual support.  They are 

like that tree that has re-sprouted even when the 1411 Locust 

building was closed down. 
 

The staff at New Life Evangelistic Center believe the word of 

God.  They accept it as fact when Psalm 91:5 declares, “You 

shall not be afraid of the terror by night; nor of the terror that 

flies by day; nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, nor 

of the destruction that lays waste at noonday.  A thousand 

may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand, 

but it shall not come near you.” 
 

The New Life Evangelistic Center staff and the partners who 

support their work have chosen to live in the freedom God 

has provided through Jesus Christ and not in a spirit of fear or 

unbelief.   
 

I must admit that when 1411 Locust was closed, I felt I was 

being crushed like the children of Israel did as they faced the 

Red Sea, and Pharaoh’s army was coming at them.  As I cried 

out to God in desperation, I felt His Spirit speak to me that I 

was feeling the labor pains as He was birthing something new 

and powerful within me. I was told not to fear but to stand 

steadfast in faith. 
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As I stood steadfast, I continued to earnestly read and 

meditate on the Scriptures where I was consistently reminded 

of God’s eternal love for me.  It was a love that encouraged 

me in the dark nights.  In Lamentations 3:19-23 I read “I 

remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and 

the gall.  I will remember them, and my soul is downcast 

within me.  Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:  

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for 

His compassion’s never fail.  They are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:19-23). 
 

 As I stood steadfast I felt I was going to see God re-sprout 

this work after the enemies of the homeless tried to cut it 

down.  I had to believe that, “We are more that conquerors 

through Him (our Lord Jesus) who loved us.  For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present, nor the future, nor any powers, 

neither height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:37-39). 

 

During the past few months I have seen God miraculously 

meet the overwhelming needs New Life Evangelistic Center 

has been facing.  Now I want to remind those who feel 

hopeless and afraid to look at life from Jesus’ perspective.  

He is telling us no matter what the future may hold, “Don’t be 

afraid; just believe” (Mark 5:36).   
 

To recognize Christ’s presence and love in the middle of the 

storms of life is the antidote for fear.  Once again, He tells us 

as he did His disciples as they were panicking in the middle 

of the lake during a storm, “Take courage!  It is I.  Don’t be 

afraid,’ Then He climbed in the boat with them, and the wind 

died down” (Mark 6:50, 51). 
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This is no time for us to jump overboard in fear.   We must let 

Jesus come into “the boat” of your life and become alive in 

His Word and Spirit.  Such a life involves following the 

Living Christ and becoming His disciple in word and deed. 

As I cried out to the Lord in the midst of the labor pains I 

envisioned I was a worm inside a cocoon.  It was dark and 

lonely and I couldn’t even turn around.  Then I heard the 

voice of Jesus.  He was telling me to relax and be transformed 

by the renewing of my mind.  As I did this Jesus went on 

telling me that I must surrender to Him daily.  Then I would 

be coming forth no longer a caterpillar crawling on my belly 

but a beautiful spiritual butterfly soaring in His presence.   
 

You may be in the cocoon like I am but don’t panic.  Relax 

and respond to fear with hope.  If hope gives out then shift 

down one more gear to that of faith which manifests itself in 

love.  Then continue to move forth down the highway of life 

knowing that the perfect love of Jesus Christ casts out all fear.  

As you do this it will get down deep into your spirit that you 

are more than a conqueror through Christ who strengthens 

you daily.   

 

Now let us go forth in the fullness 

and power of our resurrected Lord.  

The time has come for us to re-

sprout and overcome fear as we let 

Christ’s healing power flow 

through us into the hurting world in 

which we live. 
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Just some of those who have been able to re-sprout 

and start again because of your partnership with 
New Life Evangelistic Center! 

Brian 

Bianca 

Ryan Gwen

  

Terry & 

Corey Jaden & Journee

  

David 

Kodie 

Karen & 

Sparky 

James 
Justise 

Peggy

  

Smitty James 

Linda

  

Andre 
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New Life Evangelistic Center Remains a 

Bridge to those who are hurting 
By Ray Redlich 

I was in an abusive relationship with the father of my child.  

I felt like I had no direction or anyone to vent to in my life.  

After constantly threatening to throw me out on a regular 

basis, I finally was fed up and left.  At the last minute while 

waiting for the NLEC van from the shelter to pick me up, 

the father of my child started begging for me to stay.  I 

refused, because I did not want my son growing up to think 

its ok to treat a woman the way he was treating me. 

 Coming to New Life Evangelistic Center has opened 

many doors for me.  There are many amazing women in the 

NLEC Safe Houses who have given me great knowledge 

and compassion.  I have always had a passion for helping 

others and I’m so happy I get to help the homeless on a 

daily basis.  Most importantly I feel like New Life 

Evangelistic Center has given me and my son a safe and 

loving environment.  God has used NLEC to genuinely give 

me and my son a new hopeful life to look forward to. 

 I am now moving into an apartment on my own.  I 

am so thankful for what God is doing through New Life 

Evangelistic Center, and I plan to come and volunteer three 

days a week.      

Monique and Theo 
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New Life Evangelistic Center Remains a 

Bridge to those who are hurting 

by Ray Redlich 

 
New Life Evangelistic Center has always strived to "be there when 
people are hurting."  The COVID-19 pandemic is no exception. 
 
In my ministry of homeless street outreach, I go out several times a 
week with my partners Chris Ohnimus and David Williams.  We 
witness the challenges that the homeless face--challenges that 
seem insurmountable even when conditions are "normal."  How 
much more so when society as a whole is "shut down." 
 
At a time when everyone 
was being told to stay at 
home, the homeless 
might be easily 
forgotten.  But New Life 
Evangelistic Center 
continued its vital 
outreach--recognizing 
that this outreach is an 
essential function during 
the pandemic. 
 
Of course, our workers took precautions, donning face masks and 
remembering to keep a safe distance as much as possible.  But we 
also gave out the necessary tools to safeguard the health our 
homeless friends--hand sanitizer, masks (lovingly made in 
volunteers' homes), food and water.  Our purpose was always to let 
the homeless know that they were not forgotten. 
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 In some instances, I heard homeless persons 
express a fatalistic attitude--as if to say, "COVID 19 
is the least of my problems; I'll die from something 
else first."  In such cases it is important for us to 
affirm their worth--reminding them that God truly 
cares about them. 
 
That is why our daily presence in their midst--
myself and my co-workers, along with 
Rev. Larry Rice and other staff--means 
so much.  Just by being there, praying 
with them, sharing material water as well 
as the Living Water, we are able to 
demonstrate hope and the reality of 
Christ's love. 
 
Yes, this is an unprecedented time.  But as we continue to seek out 
creative ways to meet human needs, we can serve as a bridge to 
those who are hurting. 
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2 

Planting Seeds of Hope  

in the midst of COVID-19 
 

As we live in a worldwide pandemic of coronavirus, we must 

not forget that God has made it possible for us to go through 

life planting seeds of hope.  That is what we are striving to do 

at New Life Evangelistic Center through the gifts and prayers 

of caring people like you. 
 

At New Life Evangelistic Center, we are working to plant 

these seeds of hope through the provision of food, shelter, job 

training programs etc. as we share the hope provided through 

Scripture such as Psalms 31:24 “Be strong, and take heart, all 

you who hope in the Lord.”   
 

Planting seeds of hope involves reflecting on the consistency 

of God the creator who daily sustains His creation from the 

rising of the sun to the provision for each individual human 

being, animal, and flower.  This reflection enables us to grasp 

the words of Jesus when He says in Matt. 6:30, 31, “If that is 

how God clothes the grass of the field which is here today 

and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will He not much more 

clothe you, O you of little faith.” 
 

Seeds of hope are planted in the human spirit as the word of 

God, through the Spirit of God, is embedded within the 

individual life.  For those who find hopelessness encircling 

them the following Scriptures will plant seeds of hope within 

their soul. 
 

Hope is the realization that it is “Not by might nor by power, 

but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of host,’” Zach 4:6.  This 

same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead is the one who 

infuses us with the hope that provides an anchor for the soul,  
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on these storm-tossed coronavirus seas of life.  “We have this 

hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.  It enters the 

inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went 

before us, has entered on our behalf” Heb.6:19. 
 

The secret for receiving during the coronavirus, seeds of 

hope, and planting this hope in the lives of others is a result of 

abiding in the love of God.  It is His love flowing in us, and 

through us that proves the photosynthesis necessary for hope 

to come forth in the midst of the darkness of hopelessness.  

Now “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 

you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit” Romans 15:13. 
 

When we are awakened to God’s love revealed in the 

Scriptures, and in the wonders of creation, we will be infused 

with the power of that love to the extent we will want to 

spend our lives planting the seeds of hope in others.   
 

These seeds of hope provide patience with endurance.  They 

enable us to keep going even when we come to the place 

where we no longer know what to pray for.  Hope allows us 

to continue to believe, even as our life is dominated by 

contradiction and paradox.  As we hang on to hope, we see 

that this hope Christ provides sustains us, when nothing else 

makes sense, and there seems no rhyme or reason for the 

circumstances in life.   
 

We can with hope look at COVID-19 and the unfulfilled 

expectations it has brought and declare God loves us and is 

faithful.  It is hope that sustains us in the midst of the 

unexplainable events in life as every event is understood in 

God plan and purpose.  
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The trials the coronavirus brings are like fire that burn away 

temporal values until only what really matters remains. It is in 

this context the reality of Christ’s resurrection takes root in 

our hearts and minds.  
  
Because Christ is risen, we have hope.  This reality is 

demonstrated through every seed that is planted and then 

resurrected into the wonderful plant with the purpose planned 

at the time of its creation.   
 

The Creator of all commands through His creation and the 

power of His word, “So do not fear; for I am with you; do not 

be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you and 

help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand” 

(Is.41:10).  
 

Paul reawakens us to the future that hope provides in the 

midst of COVID-19 when he declared, “We rejoice in the 

hope of the glory of God.  Not only so, but we also rejoice in 

our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.  

And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured 

out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has 

given us” (Romans 5:2-5). 
 

The hope that God has demonstrated through the resurrection 

of Christ frees us to love and be loved.  Without the free flow 

of such love we would find ourselves growing old in a lifeless 

world without hope for the future.  So many people grow old 

not because of the hardening of the arteries, but because of a 

hardening of the heart.   
 

News day after day of the results of the coronavirus can wear 

us down and fill us with a spirt of hopelessness.  Yet when we 

have hope burning within, we have a refuge which keeps our 

hearts of love from hardening.  “We do not lose heart.  
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Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 

being renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 4: 16 NIV). 
   
The Message Bible expresses 2 Cor.4:16 in the following 

fashion: “We’re not giving up.  How could we!  Even though 

on the outside it often looks like things are falling apart on us, 

on the inside, where God is making new life, not a day goes 

by without His unfolding grace.”  It is this unfolding which 

cries out that “hope has a future.” 
 

The bills may be mounting, but the hope burning within us is, 

“My God will meet all my needs according to His glorious 

riches in Christ Jesus” (Phil.4:19).   The certainty of God’s 

provision promised in His word provides a present peace and 

a hope for the future that passes all understanding. 
 

As I grow older, I have discovered that joy is often wedded to 

sorrow, love and peace and is given in the midst of pain.  

Living the Christian life is a journey of faith, which takes me 

everywhere I always wanted to go, but never by the route I 

expected or chose.  Yet as I trust God, I receive the seeds of 

hope planted deep within my soul. Along with this comes a 

powerful joy that cracks open the deepest sadness and 

disappointments of life because this joy results from seeds of 

hope focused on Jesus. 
 

To live in the hope that Christ provides is vital.  This 

hope enables us to live fully in the midst of COVID-19 

with the joy that God will be with us in whatever the 

future may bring.  In the middle of their needs, the 

Biblical writers, who experienced this hope were able to 

say “We have tasted of the goodness of the word of God 

and the powers of the coming age” (Heb.6:5) and have 

already experienced “the Spirit as a deposit, 

guaranteeing what is to come” (2 Cor.5:5).   
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For the one who lives in the hope that Christ provides 

there is a future.  This hope is more than optimism that 

believes things will improve.  It is a hope centered in 

God.  It acknowledges that He loves us and is drawing us 

through the circumstances of life into His will and 

purpose for our lives.  This reality births within us a hope 

that knows it is not us but God who has the final word 

and “That in all things God works for the good of those 

who love Him, who have been called according to His 

purpose” (Romans 8:28). 
 

The challenge that now exists in COVID-19 for each of 

us is to not only live in hope, but daily plant seeds of 

hope in others. We can know as we do this that we have a 

future as the promises of Scripture take place in our lives.  

Living in this hope, based upon the promises of God, 

allows us to have hope in the coronavirus.  This hope will 

continue to blossom daily as we surrender our fears and 

life to Jesus Christ, and experience the hope He has given 

us both now and for all eternity.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was guided by the police on a Sunday 

to go to St. Patrick’s Center and knock 

on the door and someone would come 

and help me.  I went there, and 

knocked on the door but no one came.  

As I waited outside, Rev. Rice came, 

and provided me and several other 

homeless individuals who were waiting 

with food, water, care kits and HOPE!  

Rev. Rice told me about the NLEC Safe 

Houses and I felt relieved that I had a 

place to spend the night rather than just 

“hanging out” at St. Patrick’s Center. I 

felt welcomed at the women’s Safe 

House.  I thank God for how He helped 

me in my time of need.      Haley 
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I became homeless because of addiction and domestic violence.  

Because of both, I lost my job.  Since I had no money coming in, I 

lost my car. At this point, the domestic violence became even 

worse, so I walked away from where I was living and became a 

homeless woman.  
 

When the stay at home order was issued because of COVID-19, all 

resources in the city of Springfield were closed.  I was then 

sleeping on the sidewalk and in abandoned buildings.  
 

 After two weeks of sleeping outside with no showers, no 

bathrooms, no clean clothes and nowhere to keep food or prepare 

meals, I knew I had to do something.  I had been praying to God to 

help me, asking Him to please find me a shelter or just a place to 

lay my head. 
 

I then went to the NLEC Veterans Coming Home Center in 

Springfield at 806 N Jefferson.  While I was there, I found out 

about the New Life Evangelistic Center Safe Houses in St. Louis. 

NLEC was the only place that I could find that were doing anything 

for the homeless during the coronavirus shutdown.  Everyplace 

else had shut their doors. 
 

When I came to the New Life Evangelistic Center, they put me in 

one of their Safe Houses.  I have a bed to sleep in, a place to put 

my belongings, a hot shower, bathroom and a place to keep and 

prepare food. 
 

I prayed every day, all day, and God answered my prayers! 

Praise the Lord for the New Life Evangelistic Center!     Peggy 

Peggy 
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3 

Experiencing Healing from  

the Epidemic of Fear 
 

During 2020 we have seen our country paralyzed by an 

epidemic of fear as the coronavirus and social unrest has 

swept across the world. The unemployment rate has 

skyrocketed as industry has shut down while many have self-

guaranteed as worms in a cocoon.  Others have gone to the 

streets to demonstrate against police brutality.  

If we are going to stop this disease from destroying our 

community and our lives, we must ask God to root out the 

cancer of fear. The only cure for this epidemic is 1 John4:18 

which says “There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives 

out fears.” 

We can exercise social distancing, wear masks and take other 

precautions, but we do not have to let the fear control us 

because, “God so loved the world that He gave His one and 

only Son,” (John 3:16). 

In Rev. 1:5, 6 we see God’s Son Jesus described as the One, 

“Who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood, 

and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His 

God and Father.” 

I know that the same Spirit of God, which from the beginning 

of time hovered over the waters of emptiness, formlessness, 

and darkness, desires to bring forth order and light (see Gen. 

1:1-4) in the midst of the most hopeless situations.   

When the epidemic of fear comes knocking at the door of my 

mind, I must answer by faith remembering what the angel 

said to the shepherd’s proclaiming, “Do not be afraid.  I bring 
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you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” 

(Luke 2:10)   The angels then go on to say that this news of 

great joy is that, “Today in the town of David a Savior has 

been born to you; he is the Messiah, Christ the Lord.” 

When we grasp the reality that Christ has truly come and is 

present even in the most hopeless circumstances we can 

accept the truth given in (Romans 8:37-39)   that nothing can 

separate us from the love manifested through Jesus Christ.  “I 

am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

I know with constant news about the coronavirus and social 

unrest it is easy to fear what the future might bring.  Instead 

of letting fear control me, I must accept what Jesus said in 

(Mathew 6:25) “Do not worry about your life, what you will 

eat or drink, or about what will you wear. Is not life more 

than food and the body more than clothes?” Jesus then goes 

on to tell me to learn from the birds and the flowers how to 

trust God for my daily needs. 

 As believers it is necessary that we not only learn, but 

we must also help others who are also going through difficult 

times.  Jesus declares, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did 

for one of the least of these brothers (and sisters) of Mine, 

you did for me” (Matthew 25:40).      

          As we reach out and help others there is no question 

that we can trust God.  All we have to do is open our eyes and 

see His faithfulness in sustaining all of His creation year after 
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year as we daily read the Scriptures.  As we do this we will 

see that all the evidence points to the fact God can be trusted.   

 The question is not only are we trusting God but can 

God trust us?  Can He trust us not to let fear overcome us as 

He moves us forward in that special task He has given us to 

do?  Yes, things may seem difficult, and the way to victory 

may seem impossible, but can God trust us not to give up?   

 Three years ago, I felt I was being attacked by the 

epidemic of fear like the children of Israel did when they 

faced the Red Sea, and saw Pharaoh’s army was coming at 

them.  In my case, it was special interest groups wanting to 

stop New Life Evangelistic Center from sheltering the 

homeless at 1411 Locust.  At the same time, we were facing a 

Red Sea of bills that were due.  As I cried out to God in 

desperation, I felt His Spirit speak to me that I was feeling the 

labor pains of something new and powerful He was birthing 

within me. I was told by the Holy Spirit and the Scriptures not 

to fear, but to stand steadfast in faith. 

  As I stood steadfast, I continued to earnestly read and 

meditate on the Scriptures. It was there I was consistently 

reminded of God’s eternal love for me and His homeless 

people.  This was a love that encouraged me not to give into 

fear.  In Lamentations 3:19-23 I read “I remember my 

affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall.  I 

will remember them, and my soul is downcast within me.  Yet 

this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:  Because of the 

Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassion’s 

never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your 

faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:19-23). 
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  As I stood steadfast I was freed in my spirit to sing 

forth the songs of victory provided through our Resurrected 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  I was once again reminded 

that, “We are more that conquerors through Him (our Lord 

Jesus) who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, 

nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present, nor 

the future, nor any powers, neither height, nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 

8:37-39). 

 During the past few months I have seen God 

miraculously meet the overwhelming needs I was facing.  He 

has also expanded the work of New Life Evangelistic Center 

among the homeless in new and powerful ways.   

Now I want to remind you that when you feel hopeless 

and afraid, look at life from Jesus’ perspective.  After all, are 

you not His follower?  Then believe Him as He says to you, 

“Don’t be afraid; just believe” (Mark 5:36).   

 To recognize Christ’s presence and love in the middle 

of the coronavirus and social unrest is the antidote for fear.  

Once again, He tells us as He did His disciple when they were 

panicking in the middle of the lake during a storm, “Take 

courage!  It is I.  Don’t be afraid,’ Then He climbed in the 

boat with them, and the wind died down” (Mark 6:50, 51). 

 This is no time for us to jump overboard in fear. We 

must let Jesus come into “the boat” of our lives as we 

faithfully follow the Living Christ and become His disciple in 

word and deed. 
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 Confronting the epidemic of fear involves hard work, 

frequent persecution, deprivation and even at times deep 

suffering.  We cannot allow ourselves to become discouraged 

when people turn against us.  Instead, we must listen as Jesus 

declares, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and 

get some rest” (Mark 6:31).   

 In order to experience healing from the epidemic of 

fear we must also, “Bring every thought captive unto Christ” 

(2 Cor.10:5). Then we need to ask the Holy Spirit to make 

Scripture come alive in us as we read it to the point that we 

can visualize God speaking to us in each passage and every 

biblical narrative.  As we do this we will experience God’s 

healing in the midst of this epidemic. 

 Life can truly be an adventure when we let Jesus heal 

us of the paralysis of fear. Recently when I cried out to the 

Lord I envisioned I was a worm self-quarantining inside a 

cocoon.  It was dark and lonely and I couldn’t even turn 

around.  Then I heard the voice of Jesus.  He was telling me 

to relax and be transformed by the renewing of my mind.  As 

I did this Jesus went on telling me that I must surrender to 

Him daily.  Then I would be coming forth no longer a 

caterpillar crawling on my belly, but instead a beautiful 

spiritual butterfly soaring in His presence.   

 You may be in the cocoon like I was, but don’t panic.  

Relax and respond to fear with hope.  If hope gives out then 

shift down one more gear to that of faith which manifests 

itself in love.  Go on and continue to move forth down the 

highway of life knowing that the perfect love of Jesus Christ 

casts out all fear.  As you do this God’s love will get down 

deep into your spirit to the extent you will become more than 

a conqueror through Christ who strengthens you daily.   
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Because of New Life my family is together at a NLEC Safe House 

New Life Evangelistic has saved me and 
my children and allowed us to stay 
together as a family.  When our 
apartment caught fire, we had nowhere 
to go.  I had to have my youngest kids 
stay with their dad for 4 months. But 
then, by the grace of God, we were able 
to be all together again at a New Life 
Safe House.  Having faith in God has 
brought me and my kids so close to each 
other and to God.  I am very thankful for 
the opportunities that I am receiving 
through  
New Life Evangelistic Center. 

Audrey, Jaden, Junior, 
 Justise, Journee  

Robert 

Rev. Rice brought me in off of the streets where 

I was homeless with no direction for my life.  I 

am now working at helping clear land, cutting 

trees and brush down so it will grow grass for 

the cattle that NLEC has here at the NLEC 

Charolais Farms in New Bloomfield, Missouri.  

 We have Bible Study every Sunday and 

Wednesday to help us get closer to God and a 

better understanding of His Word.  We start out 

each day by reading the Bible and letting God 

guide us as we work throughout the day.  I know 

that Rev. Rice and this ministry is trying to help 

everyone. 
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“Two and a half years ago my wife Stella and I came to the 

conclusion that our only way out of our hopeless homeless 

situation was to commit suicide.  We agreed that we were 

going to sit on highway 65 outside of Mount Vernon, Illinois 

until we were struck by a vehicle and killed. 

We had lost everything.  Our children, our self-respect, and 

everything we owned.  As we sat and waited for that tractor 

trailer or any vehicle speeding down the interstate to deliver 

us from our misery God sent an angel to us in the form of an 

Illinois State trooper.  He took us to the Mount Vernon 

hospital. 

A New Beginning 

Stella, Jaci and Levi Hicks as they prepare to move into their 

own apartment after building a new life in Christ with NLEC! 
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After staying there for a week, we were sent to a hospital in 

Granite City.  After another week passed the hospital gave 

Stella and I metro tickets to go to St. Louis. 

Upon arriving in St. Louis, we met another homeless couple.  

They immediately noticed we had no shoes and insufficient 

clothing for the cold winter day.  It was then that they invited 

us to join them at New Life Evangelistic Center bus ticket, 

food and clothing give-away that NLEC had every Friday 

morning. 

Upon arriving, Stella and I met Rev. Larry Rice and Pastor 

Ray Redlich.  Not only did they help us meet our immediate 

emergency needs but they invited us to become a part of the 

New Life residential training program. 

When Stella and I quickly decided to take advantage of this 

opportunity for a new life we were told that we would be 

going to Marshfield, Missouri to live with Chris and Martha 

Rice. 

Chris and Martha were excellent mentors who invited us to 

live with them in their home.  During the time we were with 

Chris and Martha we learned how to operate the Free Store, 

the radio station, care for the sheep and goats and renewable 

energy.  We have grown in our faith in God and have joined a 

wonderful church.” 

With God in their lives and the stability He provides, Stella 

and Levi’s 12-year-old daughter Jaci has come to live with 

them.  “I am so glad I am back with my parents!” Jaci says. 

In a recent interview Stella declared, “God truly blessed us 

with NLEC.  We have come a long way in our relationship 

with God.  It has been a blessing living here with Chris and 
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Martha.  Even though we are now moving into our own 

apartment, we will always be close friends with them and will 

be visiting them frequently.” 

Levi summed up his life changing experience of the last two 

and a half years in the NLEC Community by saying, “Being 

here has changed our lives a lot.  Stella, Jaci, and I are all 

closer to each other.  The blessing of being at New Life 

Evangelistic Center has helped us physically, mentally and 

spiritually.  Stella and I have been able to get the medical help 

during the past year that we were not able to get in the past.  

We now have a purpose in life and are able to share God’s 

love with others.  What a great Savior we have who has 

blessed us with a new life, a new family, a new apartment and 

much more.  To God be the glory for the truly great things He 

has done!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After years of alcoholism 
destroying relationships, job 
opportunities and more, I found 
myself homeless.  Pastor Chris 
Aaron gave me hope that I could 
become sober and build a new 
life, even at my age!  Since I 
have come to live at New Life 
Evangelistic Center I have now 
maintained my sobriety and feel 
productive again!  I am growing  
in my relationship with Jesus, 
who is my redeemer.  I am also 
learning to help others through 
my healing. 

I FEEL  
PRODUCTIVE 

AGAIN! 

Barbara 
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4 

The Power to Plant the  

Seeds of Hope and Love 
 

 

Near the Epicenter of the Minneapolis protests over the death 

of George Floyd is a Lutheran church which has become a 

refuge for those expressing their frustration and outrage. In 

the midst of the pain and despair this church is daily planting 

seeds of Christ’s hope and compassion. 
 

God has given all of us the power and opportunity to plant 

seeds of hope and love at this time. At New Life Evangelistic 

Center, we plant seeds of hope by giving out food, water, 

hygiene kits and then helping those without anywhere to go, 

to have a place to stay in one of the NLEC safe houses. It is 

such a blessing to see the NLEC teams of men and woman 

planting their seeds of hope in a wide variety of ways on a 

daily basis. This multi-racial team is united through the love 

of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Whatever seeds of hope and love you plant now will continue 

to live on both now and for all eternity. Henry Ward Beecher 

expressed this fact by pointing out that” when the sun finally 

drops the horizon in the early evening, evidence of its work 

remains. The skies continue to glow for a full hour after its 

departure.” 
 

 “In the same way when a good or a great person’s life comes 

to its final sunset, the skies of this world are illuminated until 

long after he is out of view. Such a person does not die from 

this world for when he departs he leaves much of himself 

behind, and being dead, he still speaks.” 
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God has given each and every one of us the opportunity to 

plant the seeds of hope and love in the midst of this landscape 

of helplessness and despair.  As we do this we will begin to 

realize that Christ has chosen us in the midst of this social 

unrest and COVID-19 to manifest His love.  While this 

miracle unfolds, we will see Him do exceedingly above what 

we can ask or think.  
 

The Holy Spirit loves to take ordinary people such as you and 

me to do extra ordinary things as He did with Moses, Peter, 

and Stephen.  In their lives, we see individuals who were set 

free from hopelessness to the extent they were able to do 

great things for the glory of God.  This is a result of 

committing one’s life to Christ as Peter declared in Acts 4:12, 

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  

Such a commitment sets us free from the paralysis of fear in 

order that we may, in this time and place, be God’s 

instruments of hope and healing. 
 

God often trains his great men and women by placing them 

first in insignificant positions, in order that they may 

ultimately do the great work that He has called them to do.  

For Stephen this meant being involved in the distribution of 

food to the needy.  Moses was tending the flock of his father-

in-law when God spoke to him through a burning bush.  Then 

He has Moses return to Egypt to liberate the children of 

Israel.   
 

God’s response to this world that is intoxicated by its lust for 

power, is powerlessness. God chose to enter into human 

history as hope and love wrapped in a little baby. In this tiny 

little powerless baby, who is completely dependent on his 

parents, we discover the power to plant God’s seeds of hope 

and love.  
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That is the mystery of the incarnation. God became human, to 

break through the walls of power in total weakness and in the 

most hopeless situations place His hope and love within our 

hearts. How does the story end? On a cross, where the same 

human person hangs naked with nails thru his hands and feet. 
 

The powerlessness of the manager has become the 

powerlessness of the cross. People jeer at him, laugh at him, 

spit in his fact and shout: “He saves others, he cannot save 

himself! If he is the King of Israel, let him come down from 

the cross now, and we will believe in him” (Matt 27: 42). 

Jesus is the celebration of hope and love, which He proved 

through His resurrection form the dead. His coming was 

prophesied to bring a social revolution where his Kingdom 

would turn things upside down: “The mighty would be 

brought low, the rich sent away empty, the poor exalted, the 

hungry satisfied” (Luke 1: 52-53). 
 

Jesus identified himself with the weak, the outcast, the 

downtrodden; the ones who have lost their ability to dream. 

His Kingdom undermines all economic systems that reward 

the rich and punish the poor. It is Jesus, who gives hope and 

love to the helpless, hurting and homeless. In (Luke 6: 24-25) 

Jesus declared, “Woe to you that are rich for you have 

received your consolation. Woe to you that are full now for 

you shall hunger.” Jesus sets free those whose only hope 

consisted of getting more money and things. Luke 12:15 says, 

“Take heed and beware of all covetousness; for a man’s life 

does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

Because of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, no 

matter how poor, homeless or sick you may be, you can dare 

to have hope in spite of your failures. This is possible because 

Christ is Risen.  
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As we get older and our bodies get weaker it becomes 

increasingly critical that we are fully persuaded that God is 

able to make our impossible dreams a reality.  Moses had to 

learn this as he was called forth at the age of eighty to deliver 

the children of Israel from captivity.  Abraham had to accept 

the fact that God was able to make him the father of a great 

nation when he was over ninety years of age.  Romans 4:21 

says that Abraham was “being fully persuaded that God had 

power to do what He had promised.” 
 

If we are going to accomplish that which God has called us to 

do in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic and the present 

social unrest, we must be fully persuaded that God is able to 

make your impossible dreams come true.  The we must accept 

the power that Paul speaks of in Eph. 3:20 when he says, 

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more that all 

we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work 

within us.” 
 

In order to understand this power at work in us, to plant the 

seeds of hope and love, we must know what it means to be in 

Christ Jesus.  II Cor. 5:17 says, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”   
 

This power is a result of repenting of our sins and committing 

our lives to Jesus and living daily under His direction.  As a 

result, we are not just reformed, rehabilitated or re-educated, 

but we are recreated (a new creation) living in union with 

Jesus Christ.  “So then, just as we received Christ Jesus as 

Lord, continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, 

strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 

with thankfulness” (Col. 2:6, 7). 
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If you are fully persuaded that God loves you then there is no 

limit to what God can do through you.  Sure, you may 

encounter difficulties but “Do not lose heart.  Though 

outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 

renewed day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles 

are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them 

all.  So, we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 

unseen.  For what is seen, is temporary, but what is unseen is 

eternal” (II Cor. 4:16-18).   
 

As children of the living God we let the word of God plant 

the seeds of hope and love deep within our hearts in order that 

we may share this hope with others.  This will happen once 

we are fully persuaded that God loves us and will do far more 

than we can ask or think.  “Remember we live by faith, not by 

sight” (II Cor. 5:6).  “In the power of God: with weapons of 

righteousness in the right hand and in the left;” (II Cor. 6:7). 

With the power of the resurrected Christ deep within us, we 

can with faith and courage, pursue the dream He has given us 

to be His instruments of faith, hope and love in the midst of 

COVID 19 and the policed world in which we live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sober and at Peace 

When I was in Springfield, I was lost. I was 

an addict. I was homeless, tired and 

depressed. I was looking for happiness.  

Now, here I am in New Bloomfield at the Mid 

America Training Center in the residential 

training program.  I am sober and at peace 

and now I am finding the Lord. I am happy 

and no longer depressed.                                                                                                                                                        

Peter 
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Miracles in South Western Missouri 
New Life Evangelistic Center has the largest daytime outreach 

center to the homeless in Southwest Missouri. Chris Aaron 

described how this work was carried on at 806 N. Jefferson in 

Springfield during the middle of the corona virus pandemic. 

 

 

 
 

The pandemic seemed so distant and foreign at first. There was very 
little substantial and fact-based information about the strange new virus 
in Wuhan China. The virus didn’t impact our work in Springfield 
throughout February, when talk was silent about this deadly sickness. 
When Italy got hit hard by COVID-19 there were ominous warnings 
wringing in the news. Before then, not much news even covered the 
virus. Our government seemed blatantly unconcerned about it, so why 
should we worry. In March the news really began to consume our lives. 
Then March 15th hit and the whole world seemed to be in panic. There 
was no gradual shift from ambivalence to fear. Instead, it became 
nearly impossible to buy toilet paper and hand sanitizer overnight. 
  
 When the city of Springfield dropped the number of people that 
could gather from 50 to 10 in two days, it changed the way we could 
operate entirely. On March 19th, rain poured down in sheets as the 
New Life Evangelistic Center staff and I set up big tent pavilions to 
serve the homeless outside. Some of those we served pitched in to 
help in the drenching, cold rain. When we got the tents set up, we 
served breakfast to around 80 individuals. The two pavilions helped 
provide a slight respite from the downpour. Throughout the closure of 
Springfield, the NLEC Veterans Coming Home Center remained open 
to 7 individuals in the building. They could use a bathroom, call a 
friend, check their mail, and get some dry clothes. We also served 
breakfast every day, outside. Many volunteers and partnering agencies 
helped us serve those most in need. 

As a city, Springfield responded as quickly as possible to the 
coronavirus. I was in daily communication with other nonprofits fighting  

Fighting Fear with Hope 
By Chris Aaron Rice 
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to keep the homeless safe through this difficult time. For the first three 
weeks there was no place for the homeless to take a shower. Through 
our help, we were able to provide showers at a pool close to our 
building. The NLEC Veterans Coming Home Center continued to be a 
help during this hard, painful time. There seemed to be very little 
direction from the Federal government and lots of confusion as to what 
we should do. The local government did their best, but it seemed the 
homeless were less on their mind than the businesses now closed 
down. In a hopeless situation, the New Life Evangelistic Center strived 
to meet the basic needs of individuals. We went to homeless camps, 
bringing essential items that bring life and hope. We drove around 
Springfield, searching for individuals who walked until they could go no 
further to give them 
sustenance and help. 

Now that the restrictions are 
being lifted, we are still 
meeting the daily needs of 
the homeless in Springfield. 
We have opened our building 
at 806 N. Jefferson to 100 
individuals, striving to 
maintain social distance as we do so. We check the temperature of 
those entering the building, and ask that they wear masks when inside. 
Having a safe place to get out of the weather and receive some of your 
basic needs is so important. We are able to have case workers check 
in on clients and help them where they are at. During the shutdown, it 
was really hard for case workers to locate their clients and help them 
with their daily needs. A day shelter is vital to providing key services to 
those experiencing homelessness. When the command from on high is 
to practice physical distancing but you have no safe place to do that, 
life seems hopeless. Our mission at New Life Evangelistic Center has 
always been to give hope to the homeless. 
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The truth is, suffering is the 
default lifestyle of many, even 
in America. Now with an 
economic recession, a virus 
we have no vaccine for, and 
one quarter of the nation 
without jobs, we expect the 
numbers of those we serve to 
rise. The saying, “We are all 
just one paycheck away from 

homelessness.” feels a lot more real now. Many are waking up and 
finding nothing to lean on for hope. The world seems dark and harsh. 
Now, more than ever, our faith is put to the test. After experiencing the 
uncomfortableness of not knowing how the rent will be paid, maybe we 
can break down some of the stigmas we have about homeless men 
and women. Now maybe we can educate ourselves on the 
complexities of social injustice in our nation. Now, maybe we don’t go 
“back to normal,” but strive to make a better world than the one we had 
before. We have the ability to make change if we rise up as a 
community of believers. Our faith and hope does not rest on our 
government, our paycheck, our savings accounts. It rests on the 
eternal Son of God, who paid the price for our sins. May we walk with 
open eyes to the suffering of others.  

The Church is called to be salt and light to the world. (Matt 5:13-14) I 
can see no better time than the present to live out that call. At NLEC, 
we strive to be there when people are hurting. As crisis after crisis 
strikes the world, it is easy to respond in despair. We are called to a life 
of so much more than despair. So may we weep with those who weep 
and rejoice with those who rejoice. (Rom 8:15) What comes next 
should be action based on the love we receive but do not in any way 
deserve. By serving from a place of love, we spread Christ’s life into 
the despair of the world. This is what we are called to. At New Life we 
are not perfect in service, but we are struggling for Christ each day. I 
hope you see this as an invitation to join us in this struggle.  
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My name is Teddy Foster and I 

came from Springfield, through 

the Veterans Coming Home 

Center.  Rev. Rice helped me 

get into this training program to 

help me get closer to God and 

to help get direction in my life. I 

am now in New Bloomfield, MO 

at the training center and 

learning how to start each day 

out with God in every way. 

Teddy 

Quentin & 

Rosemary 

with Lacy 

& Emma 

God 

Restored 

Our 

Family 

My wife and I were sleeping in vacant houses and sheds for over a year 

before we received a tent while our girls were taken care of by relatives.  

Two weeks after receiving the tent, we were told we had to move it 

from where we had it or it would be taken and we would be given a 

ticket.  Soon after this, I met Chris Rice at NLEC’s Veteran’s Coming 

Home Center.  He told me about the Residential Training Program.  

Rosemary and I decided to join and get off the streets.  Now, we have 

our two girls back and are together again.  God restored our family and 

we are so thankful for NLEC and the Veterans Coming Home Center! 
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Sherri 

When God delivered me to NLEC I was a 

full-blown drug addict that had no end in 

sight. Since my New and exciting walk 

with Christ and sobriety my life has been 

full of exciting things of which first and 

foremost is the Holy Spirit. I could have 

never gotten off drugs without Christ nor 

this Ministry. The one thing I’ve learned 

is EVERYTHING is POSSIBLE THROUGH 

CHRIST! I pray my testimony will help 

others see that Christ is the only way! 
KODIE 

CHRIST IS THE ONLY WAY! 

I was in and out of foster homes and detention centers until I turned 19. I then 
got into the wrong crowd and I became an alcoholic. In my early 20’s I was introduced to 
drugs.  That is when my life really fell apart.  I couldn't keep a job or a place of residency 
which made me co-dependent on others.  As a result, I became homeless and lived on 
and off the streets for many years. 

 
In July of 2019 I was baptized and turned my life over to Jesus.  Since then, I 

have quit drugs, drinking and I follow Jesus.  I then went to the New Life Evangelistic 
Center Safe House for Women.  At New Life Evangelistic Center, I was given the 
opportunity to be the person I know I could be.  I owe it all to the NLEC donors.  Without 
donations New Life Evangelistic Center couldn’t be here for me and all the other 
homeless people in need.  Because of the NLEC partners, I was able to get my life back 
together again and rejoin my family. 
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5 

Letting Lament Result in Positive Action 
 

After over 100,000 had died from the coronavirus and George 

Floyd was killed in Minneapolis, “no justice, no peace” is 

being heard throughout the cities of America.  

N.T. Wright in Time Magazine wrote, “No doubt some will 

tell us why God is doing this.  A punishment? A warning? 

Perhaps the biblical tradition we really need to turn to is 

lament.  Lament is what happens when people ask, “Why?” 

and don’t get an answer.  It’s where we get to when we move 

beyond our self-centered worry about our failings and look at 

the suffering of the world.” 

“In the Bible, God also laments.  The Spirit groans.  Jesus 

weeps.  God grieves for his world.  It is not part of the 

Christian vocation to be able to explain what’s happening 

and why.  In fact, it is part of the vocation not to be able to 

explain – and to lament instead.  As the Spirit laments within 

us, so we become small shrines where the presence and 

healing love of God can dwell.  And out of that can emerge 

new possibilities, new acts of kindness, new scientific 

understanding and new hope.”  

Why are we as people of God not able to hear the cries of 

those suffering from unemployment, racism, police brutality 

and the coronavirus?  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “Riot 

is the language of the unheard.” 

Because we cannot hear such cries we are not able to pray 

with power and be the activists God has called us to be.  Paul 

declared, “We know that the whole creation has been 

groaning as in the pains of childbirth” (Romans 8:22).   
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As we study the Scriptures we will see that the Biblical 

landscape is filled with the cries of the afflicted and the 

lamentations of the suffering.  The Scriptural witness contains 

loud and sustained out bursts in behalf of the least of these.  

“The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and 

withers, the exalted of the earth languish” (Is.24:4).  “In his 

arrogance the wicked hunts down the weak, who are caught 

in the schemes he devises.  He boasts of the cravings of his 

heart; he blesses the greedy and reviles the Lord.  In his pride 

the wicked does not seek him in all his thoughts there is no 

room for God.  He lies in wait like a lion in cover; he lies in 

wait to catch the helpless; he catches the helpless and drags 

them off in his net.  His victims are crushed, they collapse; 

they fall under his strength” (Ps.10:2-4, 9,10).   

These include the victimized children, many who are 

homeless or residing in homes with no utilities, senior 

citizens who are alone in the nursing homes with no visitors 

and only fears of becoming infected with the virus.  Then 

there are the incarcerated without adequate legal defense who 

feel they are given a death penalty as they are locked up with 

those who have the virus.  The witness of their needs should 

awaken us to the questionable things in society we have come 

to terms with. 

The question is what happens to a society, a church, or an 

individual for whom the cries of the suffering are excluded?  

What happens to all of us when we let the cries be silenced 

and ignored in the prisons, on the streets, in the psychiatric 

wards, old age centers, or among the homeless.   

The voices of the suffering and the groans of creation raise 

questions concerning issues that as believers, we must come 

to terms with.  These questions include, why is it that such 
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large numbers of the corona virus victims are members of the 

African American community who cannot get adequate health 

care?   

Without the cries of the poor and the groaning of creation our 

communal worship largely consists of praise and 

thanksgiving.  We feel uncomfortable with the groaning of 

creation and the cries of the oppressed.  Such lamentations 

tell us everything is not all right and we must exercise faith to 

address injustices.  The absence of lament in worship 

eliminates the questions of justice about the things we call 

blessings which frequently comes at the cost of great 

suffering for others.  As a results God declares, “When you 

come to appear before me who has asked this of you, this 

trampling of my courts.  Stop bringing meaningless offerings!  

Your incense is detestable to Me” (Isa. 1:12,13).  “Away with 

the noise of your songs!  I will not listen to the music of your 

harps.  But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a 

never—failing stream” (Amos 5:23, 24). 

It was Jesus who said, “as often as you have done it into the 

least of these even so you have done it unto Me.”  Have we 

forgotten that the Christian memorial meal “The Lord’s 

Supper” comes out of the suffering of one who was executed 

as an innocent man?  This sacrament should cause its 

participants to reach out through the love of Christ to those 

who are grieving and cast aside.  It should cause us to respond 

to the world’s suffering and injustice in the midst of this 

pandemic.   

To attend to the cries of those who are suffering will open us 

up to transformation and awaken us to the possibility of the 

embodiment of the Kingdom of God.  It is these cries that 

awaken us to the suffering which also awaken us to the Savior 
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who declared, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He 

has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has 

sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of 

sight for the blind, to release the oppressed to proclaim the 

year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18, 19).  To receive Jesus 

as Lord and Savior is to receive His calling to wake up to the 

needs of the hurting and take direct action in His name in 

behalf of those who are suffering.   

This direct action involves the call to awaken “the King” 

(those in authority) that Scriptures says, if he or she is truly 

doing the job as Scripture demands, “He will defend the 

afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy: 

he will crush the oppressor” (Ps.72:4).   

How we must hear the cries of the poor and the groaning of 

creation to the extent we will engage in deep prayer that those 

in authority “will come to the knowledge of the truth” and 

stop basing their decisions upon the advice of lobbyists and 

rich political donors.  When Paul was urging us to pray for 

those in authority it was not a request to bless their acts of 

injustice but a request for prayer that they might be saved.  He 

states, “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, 

intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—and 

Kings and those in authority, that we might live peaceful and 

quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  This is good, and 

pleases God our Savior, who wants all men (and women) to 

be saved, and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 

2:1-4). 

Before we can expect the politicians to be delivered from 

indifference to the cries of the poor and the groaning of 

creation those who claim to be the people of God must first 

repent of their indifference.  God has declared, “If My people, 
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who are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray 

and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I 

hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 

land” (2 Chron.7:14).   

The sins of humanity directly contribute to the destruction of 

creation and the groaning which results.  “There is no 

faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgement of God in the land.  

There is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing and 

adultery; they break all bonds, and bloodshed follows 

bloodshed.  Because of this the land mourns, and all who live 

in it waste away; the beasts of the field and the birds of the 

air and the fish of the sea are dying” (Hosea 4:1-3).   

Prayer not only changes the world, but it also challenges us to 

take new steps of faith in obedience to God’s Word.  Isn’t that 

what N.T. Wright, the professor of New Testament and early 

Christianity at the University of St. Andrews meant when he 

said, “As the Spirit laments within us, so we become small 

shrines where the presence and healing love of God can 

dwell.” 

As prayer warriors let us pray for the victory of God over the 

corona virus, racism, injustice and unemployment resulting in 

hunger and homelessness.   Let us fix our prayers on the 

divine possibility available to our lives, community and 

ministry.   

Events like the deaths of George Floyd in Minneapolis and 

Ahmaad Arbery, a 25-year-old black man chased and killed 

by armed white men as he jogged through a South Georgia 

neighborhood cannot be ignored as they are videotaped. 

Such acts of violent racism are a call to action.  It is prayer-

based action allows us to respond according to the will of 
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God to the cries of those who are hurting in the midst of the 

corona virus.  That is what NT Wright meant when he said 

that out of the prayers of lament can emerge, “new 

possibilities, new acts of kindness, new scientific 

understanding and new hope.” 

These new possibilities and new acts of kindness will involve 

new opportunities for the people of God to feed the hungry, 

shelter the homeless, and work for justice that involves health 

care for the poor and elderly and much more.  It involves the 

people of God praying for a scientific discovery for a cure for 

the coronavirus and an end to racism in America.  Along with 

such prayers, let us pray that an awakening will take place 

where individuals will discover that Jesus Christ is Lord to 

the extent that they will let His love flow through them in 

word and deed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was living in a motel for a 

week and I ran out of money. 

Then I would go to the nearby 

Laquinta motel to get food like 

I was living there.  Finally, I 

called NLEC and they came and 

picked me up on Saturday. Rev. 

Rice and Pastor Mark put me in 

a New Life Safe House. I am no 

longer homeless.  I have a new 

family at NLEC! 
Janet 

No Longer Homeless 
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Being Available in a Time of Need 
 

I am deaf in both ears and being on the 
streets is especially scary when you can’t 
hear what is going on around you.  I decided 
to join the NLEC Residential Training Program 
so that I could rebuild my life and relationship 
with the Lord.  I appreciate so much New Life 
Evangelistic Center being available during my 
time of need.                          

A New Life 
 

Since finding Jesus at NLEC I have 
managed to stay sober from Alcohol 
for over a year now. I was able to 
quit smoking cigarettes. I have also 
taken on Leadership roles and have 
helped train many new men at the 
NLEC ministry in farming and 
carpentry.                                 

Jacob 

Bob 

Growing Closer to Jesus Every Day 

I was working for a Baptist Church when 

everything was shut down due to Covid 19. I lost 

my job and my apartment and became 

homeless. I went to the New Life Evangelistic 

Center’s Veterans Coming Center and Ryan told 

me about the leadership program that this 

ministry has and how to get into it. I talked to 

Chris Rice and He helped me get into the 

residential training program.  Now I am growing 

closer to Jesus each and every day. 

Kim 
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6 

Experiencing Faith and Hope  

in the Midst of Creation 
 

It is so easy for us to get tired out, burned out and worn out as 

we hear one news report after another.  Watching the daily 

numbers of the COVID-19 infections and the resulting death 

rate along with the social unrest can be depressing. Then 

when we begin to absorb the devastation and hopelessness in 

the world today, we can start feeling so overwhelmed that we 

become paralyzed to the point we are unproductive and 

ineffective. 
 

If that is beginning to take place in your life, it is critical you 

go into God’s ICU of creation by stepping outside and 

meditating on all He has made. 
 

As we examine the scriptures we see how God has used 

creation to teach His chosen one’s faith.  For example, in 

Genesis 15:5 God tells Abraham to “Look up at the sky and 

count the stars” … “So, shall your offspring be.” 

In Exodus 3, Moses was alone on Mount Horeb and 

encounters God in a burning bush. 
 

Throughout the scriptures we see God teaching His children 

faith principals using lessons from creation.  For Moses it also 

involved the extending of his staff to disorder creation with 

plagues coming forth on the Egyptian oppressors. 

Jesus uses the example of how a small mustard seed of faith 

could move a mountain. 
 

When I go on a prayer walk in the midst of the pain and 

uncertainty that I see each day my faith is released that things 

will get better.  Many lessons of faith are taught through the 

wonders of creation. 
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The flowers and other plants bursting out of the ground along 

with a wonderful sunset are all reminders of God’s love, and 

most of all, the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Moving into 

creation puts me on the front row of the Theater of the 

Almighty where, “The heavens are telling the glory of God.” 

(Psalm 19:1). 

Seeing, feeling, hearing, and smelling the miracle of creation 

removes society’s present stench of death and allows me to 

daily be in God’s theater of glory.  Jean Bodin in his 16th 

century work “The Theater of the Universe of Nature” put it 

this way:  “We have come into this theater of the world for no 

other reason than to understand the admirable power, 

goodness and wisdom of the most excellent creator of all 

things, to the extent that this is possible, by contemplating the 

appearance of the universe and all His actions and individual 

works, and thus to be swept away more ardently in praise to 

Him.” 

It is God’s purpose that during this pandemic we hear 

His music of creation and come to love Him, the 

Composer of all.  Jonathan Edwards described in his 

work “Personal Narrative” what it means to have our 

eyes and ears opened to the theater of His glory.  “As I 

was walking there and looking up into the sky and 

clouds, there came into my mind so sweet a sense of 

the glorious majesty and grace of God that I know not 

how to express.  I seemed to see them both in a sweet 

conjunction… it was a sweet and gentle and holy 

majesty.” 
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As I look into the sky and the clouds, and reflect on the glory 

of God I also can testify of that glorious majesty and grace of 

God.  Studying creation in light of the Holy Scriptures spells 

out that word FAITH in my life. 

As the F stands for Full and the A for Assurance, the I, for in 

and T for The and the H for Heart.  Full Assurance in the 

Heart is what happens as I seek God in His wonderful 

creation and I believe the promises of His Word. 

This means as I plant seeds of hope during COVID-19 I will 

turn off those “crazy tapes” of hopelessness going around and 

around in my mind.  If these negative thoughts of 

hopelessness are allowed to persist, they will snowball, 

wiping me out.  If I don’t take my thoughts captive, they will 

captivate me and thrust me into the pits of hopelessness and 

depression.  Paul tells us in 2 Cor.10:5” to take every thought 

captive to the obedience of Christ” In Phil. 4:8 we are told, 

“Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—

if anything is excellent or praise worthy, think about such 

things.” 

Jesus pointed out that bringing every thought captive 

involved trusting God.  This means overcoming worry and 

knowing that God has everything under control. 

Jesus says learn from the lilies and the birds how to replace 

worry with faith.  In Matthew 6:25-34 Jesus declares, 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 

will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is 

not life more than food, and the body more than 

clothes?   Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap 
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or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not much more valuable than they?  Can any 

one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?” 

 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers 

of the field grow. They do not labor or spin.  Yet I tell you 

that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one 

of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 

which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will 

he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?  So, do not 

worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 

or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the pagans run after all these 

things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 

them.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be given to you as well.  Therefore, do 

not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 

itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 

Seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness to 

the extent worry no longer controls us means living in the 

faith zone of creation. 

Living in the Faith Zone involves trusting God to the extent 

you can be courageous to the point you will do what is right, 

in spite of your fear.  It is being able to see that FEAR is 

actually False Evidence Appearing Real. 

In order to live in the Faith Zone of creation we must come to 

the realization that if we are just believing God for the things 

we can do ourselves, we are limiting Him.  God takes Job into 

the Faith Zone by giving him just a quick glimpse of his 

creation in Job 38-41. 
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Visiting the theater of God’s glory and power causes us to 

reach up and grab a hold of nothing but the promises of God.  

As we hold on to these promises found in the Bible, they 

become our substance for victory.  It is there that we find God 

living and the place where we grow spiritually.   

During this “new normal” of living with the coronavirus we 

are given the choice of whether we are going to believe the 

assurances of God’s word or the crazy tapes of fear and 

unbelief that Satan turns loose in our heads.   That is why we 

are told over and over in the Bible to “fear not” or “do not be 

afraid.”   

We can either lie in our beds at night unable to sleep, as fear 

haunts us concerning the future, or we can accept the 

promises of God’s word and the wonders of His creation.  We 

are told when we depend on our Creator, “You will not be 

afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet.  Have no 

fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the 

wicked, for the Lord who is your confidence will keep your 

foot from being snared” (Proverbs 3:24-26). 

I remember one battle when the temptation to panic was 

almost overwhelming.  Fear kept knocking at the door, but I 

knew I could not give in to it.  Instead, I chose to go on a 

prayer walk, fully aware of God’s marvelous creation around 

me.  I thought about the miracles that He has done in my life, 

I meditated on the scriptures that said if we believe in Him 

than His words will not come back void.   

The time has come for us to broaden our understanding of 

worship.  It involves joining the rest of creation in praise unto 

God.  What a privilege it is to worship along with those who 

Jesus used as an example of faith in Matt. 6:25—34.   
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The birds, the lilies, the animals, the fish and all the rest of 

creation defend upon God for their daily provision.  “The 

eyes of all look to you, and you give them their good at the 

proper time.  You open your hand and satisfy the desire of 

every living thing” (Ps. 145:15, 16). 

We are told in Job 12:7-8 to “ask now the animals, and they 

will teach you, or the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 

or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish of 

the sea inform you.”   

There is so much we have not learned about faith in God 

because we have not studied His Scriptures or His creation in 

conjunction with each other.  This is done consistently 

throughout the Scriptures.  There, Jesus compares the 

condition of the soil and it receptivity to the seed, to the 

preparedness of our hearts to receive the word of God.  In that 

parable our spirituality is linked symbolically to the condition 

of the earth.  

Don’t you think its time you let the animals, the birds, the 

fish, the lilies and the rest of creation teach you how to have 

faith in God? 

During this coronavirus recovery period let the Holy Spirit 

plant the Word of God deep within you.  May it then grow to 

produce a mustard seed of faith that will remove every 

mountain of need and fear before you.  As this happens let us 

believe God as He reveals Himself through His word and the 

works of His creation to the point He is able to do 

exceedingly far beyond what we can even ask or think, even 

in the midst of COVID-19. 
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Angela 

My mother lost her job and I went 

to a lot of shelters. Then I came to 

NLEC and I got closer to God and 

started praying for people. I love 

working for NLEC it’s just like the 

family I never had. 

I’ve gotten closer to God 

Nine months of sleeping under the overpasses and anywhere 

else I could lay my head began to take its toll.  I was getting 

tired out, burned out, and worn out.  If it wasn’t for the New 

Life Evangelistic Center’s day services in Springfield I 

would not have survived.  It was a place of refuge, a gift of 

God.  On the streets this building at 806 N. Jefferson is 

known as the VA because it is the Veteran’s Coming Home 

Center.  It was there I heard about NLEC’s Residential 

Training Program.  I am now a part of the training program.  

I now have a new family, and a new purpose.  How I thank 

God for the new beginning! 

April 
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Planting Seeds of Hope in India 
By Paparao Yeluchuri 

 

The farmers plant seeds to give fruit, to multiply so that they can 
have life.  Planting seeds of Hope in this Hopeless world is needed 
at this time of Coronavirus. 
 

It is a very difficult situation, in India, New Life Evangelistic center is 
visiting door to door and helping the people with food bags, soap, 
sanitizer, and face masks as part of the Covid19 relief work.  
We are interacting with the people and planting seeds of hope from 
the written word of God.  People are dying due to depression, due to 
no hope, and no food. The homeless, the young adults, and teen 
agers are committing suicide due to lack of hope in their life. We by 
nature are a people energized by hope. The teens hope for better 
education, the young adults 
hope for a job and they hope 
for better partner.  The farmers 
hope for better crop, a bagger 
child lives on hope thinking that 
someone give some food, the 
leper, the blind and so on…  A 
person, sleep in the night 
hoping that he will do this and 
that on the next day.  Without 
hope, the world will end. Hope 
gives Life.  
 

JESUS CHRIST CAME TO THIS WORD TO GIVE HOPE TO THE 

HOPELESS WORLD. 

The entire Bible speaks of the hope that is found in Christ. Many 

years ago, scientists performed an experiment to see the effect 

hope has on those undergoing hardship. Two sets of laboratory rats 

were placed in separate tubs of water. The scientists left one set in 

the water and found that within an hour they had all drowned. The 
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other rats were periodically lifted out of the water and then returned. 

When that happened, the second set of rats swam for over 24 

hours. Why? Not because they were given a rest, but because they 

suddenly had hope! Those animals somehow hoped that if they 

could stay afloat just a little longer, someone would reach down and 

rescue them. If hope holds such power for unthinking rodents, how 

much greater should its effect be in our lives. 

At this Coronavirus time, since India is locked down completely, the 

rich people were warned and they purchased their food materials 

well in advance. But the poor, the homeless, the lepers, the 

hopeless widows, street children…. They do not have any hope and 

they do not have money to purchase food material as the rich does. 

So, they are suffering a lot 

with hunger and many of 

these people end their 

lives due to no hope in 

their life. But New Life 

Evangelistic Center is 

reaching them with hope 

by giving food bags and 

the word of God. 

When you need encouragement and refreshment for your soul, pray 

like this; O, Lord, I believe in you for Hope in my life…. I maintain my 

hope in You and I hold onto the assurance that what I am praying for 

is already accomplished in the name of Jesus. Your promise in 

Psalms 84:11 “For the Lord God is a sun and shield, The Lord will 

give grace and Glory, no good thing will He withhold from those who 

walk uprightly.  I will love you, O Lord, you are my strength… The 

Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in 

whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my 

stronghold.”  I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in  
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order that you may know the hope 

to which he has called you, the 

riches of his glorious inheritance in 

his holy people. But those who wait 

on the Lord shall renew their 

strength, they shall mount up with 

wings like eagles. They shall run 

and not be weary, they shall walk 

and not faint.  

To give Hope and love, we are 

conducting Corona Virus relief work 

by meeting the needs of the 

depressed people, Homeless and 

many other needy people. We are giving food bags, soap, sanitizers 

and we did this to about 600 people so far. Thousands are waiting 

with Hope and we need your help more than ever before.  
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7 

Now is the Time to Pray 
 

It took 10 plagues to shake Pharaoh’s grip on Israel.  What 10 

plagues will it take to wake up America to repent and pray?  

Time is running out.  Liberties are drying up.  We would be 

better off living six months with a heart aflame from 

repentance and prayer, devouring sin in high and low places, 

turning this nation back to God than die after 90 years loaded 

with theological degrees and every honor of man. 

Preachers make pulpits famous through earnest prayer.  

Prophets make prisons famous through intercessory prayer.  

God knows we need a generation of preachers and prophets 

awakened, burdened, bent and broken under the vision of 

impending judgement and the doom of never-ending hell. 

Today almost everything detestable in the scriptures has 

become morally acceptable.  Right and wrong is determined 

by political correctness.  May God make us fearless prayer 

warriors who are too bold for the system to hold and too hard 

to be heard.  It is time for us to become prayer warriors who 

know in the depths of their being that through the 

intercessor’s prayer the course of history will be changed and 

the miraculous unfold. 

Intercessory prayer is defined as believing, persevering prayer 

where the intercessor identifies with the need.  This involves 

not only agonizing over the need, but also going before the 

very throne of God and standing on the authority of the Risen 

Christ. 
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Effective and powerful prayers are needed at this time 

because when God looks at our world, He weeps.  He weeps 

because He loves this world.  God weeps because the lust for 

power has blinded and corrupted the human spirit.  As a 

result, instead of gratitude there is resentment.  Instead of 

praise there is criticism.  Instead of forgiveness there is 

revenge and instead of healing there is wounding.  
 

It is time that as members of the Body of Christ we wake up 

and pray.  This is urgently needed because instead of 

compassion there is competition, instead of cooperation there 

is violence and instead of love there is fear.  This fear is seen 

particularly when it comes to helping the homeless and 

hurting during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

God weeps when he sees the destruction that the lust for 

power has brought.  His heart is broken as He sees those He 

loves going into a Christ-less eternity as they refuse to accept 

the redemption that Jesus provides.  God’s love causes Him to 

weep among the homeless, the hungry and the hurting who 

are denied help by many who claim to be Christians.   
 

God weeps as He sees the corruption and systematic racism 

that has caused North St. Louis to be devastated to the extent 

per capita it has the number 1 murder rate in America.  This 

systematic racism was developed over 50 years ago when a 

team four plan was put into place.  This plan called for the 

denial of basic services and community action funds in North 

St. Louis, where the majority of the residents are African 

American.  The plan was to let the area deteriorate so 

extensively it would make it possible for developers to come 

in and acquire, for little or nothing, large tracts of land they 

could profit from.  As a result, in this area, many African 

Americans lost their homes to developers and those that 

remain because of inadequate medical assistance are 

experiencing the largest numbers of the covid-19 cases. 
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Individuals who have sold out to the status quo and made 

peace with injustice, benefiting economically from social 

inequality, will have neither desire nor ability to be powerful 

prayer warriors. They will not pray for police brutality to stop 

nor for compassion among the poor and homeless to flow. 

In the midst of injustice God has called each of us to wake up 

and be prayer warriors.  As prayer warriors, we are 

intercessors, who by the power and the promises of Scripture, 

visualize an alternative future to one that now seems out of 

control. 

It is Prayer that breathes the life of the Spirit into the 

present culture of death.   

The unexpected will become suddenly possible because 

prayer warriors like you and I have prayed in faith.  “Again, I 

tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you 

ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  For 

where two or three come together in My name, there am I 

with them” (Matt. 18:19, 20). 

History belongs to the prayer warriors who wake up and 

believe, agree and stand on the promises of God.  They are 

the people who persevere for justice in spite of the obstacles 

and the odds.  They know what is right according to scripture 

and, as a result, will engage in prayer that brings forth actions 

of hope and help. 

Prayer warriors who are awakened to the power of prayer 

know that prayer is never a private act.  It is not vocalized 

worry.  True prayer comes from the heart where a victory has 

resulted from an interior battlefield in which Christ now 

reigns supreme.  In such a life, inner liberty results where the 

prayer warrior is free to act in obedience to God’s Word and 



Planting Seeds of Hope and Love 

60 
 

not the expectations of others.  When that happens, the status 

quo is rendered obsolete and the obedience to Christ reigns 

supreme.   

If Jesus is not Lord of our lives, then all activity and activism 

only further enslaves us to the god of self.  As a result, we 

will simply be caught up in self-centered passions and fail to 

discover the possibilities of believing prayer.   

Prayer in the life of the prayer warrior becomes the theater 

where one experiences the healing needed, as they battle the 

principalities and power of this world.   

It is prayer that awakens us to the fact that Jesus paid the 

price and we get the change.  He gives us more than a new 

start.  He gives us a new heart. As prayer warriors we will see 

the new normal following the coronavirus pandemic, as new 

opportunities to shelter the homeless, feed the hungry and 

declare in word and deed there is hope because Christ has 

risen.  

True prayer is not just talking to God with our mouths, but it 

also involves the use of our ears and central nervous systems 

to hear and experience what God desires to say to us at this 

time and place. When I go out as a 1st responder to help the 

homeless, I must first pray for God to direct me to those who, 

in their hunger and homelessness are crying to Him for help.  

When I do this God will lead me to the hungry and homeless 

who need help the most. 

Prayer makes the prayer warrior a better listener when it 

comes to hearing and responding to the needs of the poor, 

sick, fatherless, widowed, hurting and homeless.  “Blessed is 

he who has regard for the weak; the Lord delivers him in 

times of trouble” (Ps. 41:1). 
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To pray means to breathe in the life of the Spirit of God by 

exhaling fear and unbelief and inhaling God’s grace and 

goodness.  The prayer warrior not only speaks, hears, tastes, 

and smells God’s goodness in prayer, but, like the woman 

who was bleeding in Luke 8:43-48, touches the very hem of 

Jesus’ garment.  This touch involves grasping the impossible, 

knowing that with God all things are possible 

Prayer sharpens our vision.  As we pray, God can open the 

eyes of our hearts to those things that really matter.  On a 

recent prayer walk, God was speaking to me, showing me 

more and more of His wonders of creation.  Then in His own 

still small voice He spoke to me how foolish it is to seek the 

things of the world when all we need can be found in Him 

God commands us to pray constantly in I Thessalonians 5:17. 

“We pray to obey God, not to play God” as Peter Kraft stated.  

He goes on to say, “We pray to ‘let God be God.’ Prayer is 

our obedience to God even when it asks God for things, for 

God has commanded us to ask. (Matt. 7:7) Prayer gives truth 

to our mind, goodness to our will, and beauty to our heart.” 

Prayer warriors in tune with God will not sit back doing 

nothing as the rich and powerful try to keep 1411 Locust 

closed to the hurting and homeless.  Prayer warriors will pray.  

Yes, they will pray but they will also arise as the Spirit of 

God comes upon them and speak truth to power.  They will 

know in the depths of their soul that silence is violence in a 

culture of death, such as we experience in St. Louis. 

No matter what problem our community may be having, as 

we pray God will show us the answer.  I have seen this 

happen over and over during the past 48 1/2 years.  Through 

prayer I have witnessed Dollar Help come forth along with, 
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Missouri Renewable Energy, KNLC TV 24, safe houses for 

the woman and children, and many other programs that 

directly help the hurting, hungry and homeless. 

It’s time to wake up and pray.  Our stay on earth is temporary.  

Every day we live could be our last.  How long are we going 

to laugh it off and sleep it off?  Isn’t our hope greater than our 

hang-ups?  After all time is short.  Hell is hot.  Jesus is 

coming back whether we are ready or not.  

Now we must wake up and pray until we leave the prayer 

breakfasts for the battlefields of prayer.  We have feasted long 

enough.  Now is the time to fast and fight through 

intercessory prayer.  We have clapped our hands long enough.  

Now is the time to let those hands grasp the sharp two-edged 

sword of God’s word and fight principalities and powers 

which hold the people of God in bondage and fear. 

We must accept the fact that we can’t really pray effectively 

without the Holy Spirit’s help for, “The Spirit helps us in our 

weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for.” 

(Romans 8:26)   As we begin to pray in the power of the 

Spirit, we must aggressively come against Satan in the 

powerful name of Jesus, and with the sword which is the 

word of God.  In James 4:7 we are told, “Submit yourselves, 

then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 

(James 4:7) 

As intercessory prayer warriors experiencing the victorious 

work that Christ has done, we are told “Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of 

God, which transcends all understanding will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil.4:6,7) 
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With our minds at peace, trusting in the Lord, we are then 

able to pray with power as we intercede in the name of Jesus 

who, “Having disarmed the powers and authorities, made a 

public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” 

(Col.2:15) We can pray with the authority of Jesus knowing 

that through His work of redemption, the powers and 

authorities have been disarmed.  Christ has truly triumphed 

over them by His death on the cross and His resurrection from 

the dead. 

It’s time for us to wake up and take the limits off God and 

realize there is a place where we come to the end of 

ourselves.  Then God is free to move in our lives far beyond 

what we can ask or think.  There is no limit to God’s plan, 

purpose and promise for our lives.  Intercessory prayer under 

the direction and power of the Holy Spirit enables us to move 

into this limitless dimension.  Through the power of 

intercessory prayer, provided through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, we can be freed from all that entangles and 

frustrates our lives, and keeps us from reaching our full 

potential. 

What New Life Evangelistic Center needs now more than 

anything else is fearless intercessory prayer warriors.  As the 

New Testament points out, there is a spiritual battle under 

way.  This battle requires each one of us to put on the full 

armor of God (see Eph. 6:10-18, 2 Tim. 2:1-5, I Tim. 6:12).  

Clothed in the full armor of God and equipped with the sword 

of the Spirit which is the Word of God, we are then able to 

intercede in prayer, assured of victory. 

In order to effectively intercede in prayer for the needs of the 

homeless and the oppressed, we must understand the hurt and 

pain that so many are experiencing.  My longtime friend Matt 
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Carter recently shared this with me, “There was a deacon at 

my church, who had been stopped and beaten almost to the 

edge of his life and put in jail.  He was a broken man after 

that.  He sued the city and won the suit.  The judge awarded 

him 2 cents.  This further broke his heart.” 

How we must pray that God will raise up for us great leaders 

like Abraham Lincoln who called both the north and the south 

to repentance in his second inaugural address.  Today in the 

midst of social unrest and the COVID-19, we heed Lincoln’s 

words when he says “The judgments of the Lord are true and 

righteous altogether.” 

Daniel expresses this in his intercessory prayer found in 

Daniel 9:1-19.  He begins his prayer by confessing his sins 

and that of his nation.  Then he calls upon God for mercy and 

forgiveness. 

Jesus makes it clear that earnest intercessory prayer performs 

a vital role in destroying the citadels of injustice as He asks, 

“Will not God bring about justice for His chosen ones, who 

cry out to Him day and night?  Will He keep putting them off?  

I tell you, He will see that they get justice, and quickly.  

However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on 

the earth?” (Luke 18:7-8) 

During this time of social unrest in the middle of a 

coronavirus pandemic how we need more men and women of 

faith who will wake up to the need for prayer.  As you wake 

up and pray earnestly, know that Christ’s power is working in 

you in a mighty way.  When this happens, you will see Him 

do exceedingly more than you can ask or think. 
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When I was rescued by New Life Evangelistic Center I was 

hungry living in a vacant house. I was cold and sick. Then 

God answered my prayers and now I have a loving home 

with a caring family and my support dog Sparky. I could 

have died but now I get to help other homeless people 

while growing in my relationship with God.  It isn’t easy, I 

never expected to be where I am right now.  I owned and 

ran a successful cleaning business for over 25 years when I 

became ill and ended up spending months at a time in the 

hospital with a weakened heart that only worked at 8%.  

My business was stolen from me while I was incapacitated 

and by the time I got out of the hospital, I had lost 

everything.  My home, my business, my vehicles. What I 

have found through NLEC is Jesus, Hope, and a future!  I 

thank God for NLEC. 
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Changed Lives as a Result of 

the Seeds of Hope & Love 

I was living in a car with my son 

I was homeless in Springfield, Mo., where my son Corey and I 

slept in my car. I would drive him to school each day then return 

in the afternoon to pick him up. After picking him up, I would find a 

spot to park each night where we could sleep. 

I tried every day, but never could get us in to the family shelter. It 

was always full. Finally, I took my son to a children’s shelter for 

homeless kids and I stayed at a women’s shelter. 

 

During that time my car was stolen. After two months in the 

children’s shelter, the State of Missouri contacted me and said it 

appeared I had abandoned my child and they then threatened to 

take custody of him. This really hurt me because I was doing 

everything I could to create a home for myself and my son. 

During the day, I would go to job interviews, doctor’s 

appointments, or go to visit my son at the children’s shelter. 

Terry & 
Corey 

Continued on page 67… 
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Then I met Reverend Larry Rice and his son Chris Rice at the 

Veterans Coming Home Center. Later, I found out that the Veterans 

Coming Home Center is a division of New Life Evangelistic Center 

in St. Louis. I talked with Reverend Rice and his son about the 

leadership training program and decided it was a perfect place for 

myself and my son, Corey. 

Now my son and I have stability, a home, a vehicle, and are 

surrounded by a loving Christian community. 

When I first came to NLEC, I worked with Dulce in the Development 

Department and then began assisting with our Social Media 

Department. Now I currently work as the Accounts Receivable Clerk 

and assist Charlie Hale. I manage one of the Safe Houses for 

women and children, and I provide transportation for some of the 

ladies staying at the safe houses. 

God allowed the bad things I went through to provide a story of how 

He works for good in our lives. Now I love sharing my testimony of 

Christs’ love even when I was homeless.  

This shows how Jesus works through the  
lives of caring people like Reverend Larry 
Rice, the staff at New Life Evangelistic  
Center, and those who partner with  
New Life Evangelistic Center to help  
others like me. 
 

   Terry & Corey 
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I was in St. Louis trying to survive on the streets amid the Covid-19 

pandemic and all the other things going on.  It was getting really crazy and 

I knew I had to do something to try to get my life back on track. I met Rev. 

Ray Redlich and He told me about the program that NLEC offered.   I knew 

that this is what I needed to get me off the dangerous streets.  I joined 

the program.  Now I am at the training center in New Bloomfield where I 

have the chance to get my life together and get God back into my life 

where He can direct my steps in every way. I Thank God for NLEC every 

day! 

Dave 

Andy 

Learning more 

about Jesus… 

I was living in a condo in north county when suddenly the friend I was 

living with decided to sell this property because he was going to start 

traveling for work. I had a job doing maintenance there and when I lost 

my place, the manager said I was also out of a job! I didn’t know what to 

do so I started calling around and learned about NLEC’s Leadership 

Training Program. Now that I am in the program, I’m learning more 

about Jesus through the daily devotions.  I like the farm here in 

Marshfield.  I’m really glad I didn’t have to go live under a bridge before I 

found this program! 
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Joshua 

I’ve been homeless for over 5 years.  I’ve 

been trying to keep a job. I lost my family 

when my grandparents died. I lost 

everything I owned and couldn’t get 

anyone to help me get it back so I gave it 

up.  I got saved and baptized at Hillside 

Baptist Church after accepting Jesus as my 

personal Lord and Savior.  I am trying to 

get my life together so I joined the New 

Life ‘s Training program so I can be 

totally stable in my own life in Christ. 

I’ve found stability and Jesus at NLEC’s New Bloomfield Training Center! 

Brad 

My name is Brad Arnold and I am here in the Residential NLEC 

Training Program. I lost my job due to the Covid 19. I couldn’t bring in 

anything to help so my girlfriend kicked me out. I heard about this 

place from the workers at the Veterans Coming Home Center in 

Springfield and they helped me get into the program here. I went to 

New Bloomfield where I learned roofing and getting myself headed in 

the right direction by letting go and letting God guide my steps 

forward.  Now I am on staff in Springfield. 
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Lolani 

My best friend after 37 years kicked me out while she was in a 

drunken rage.  After that, when I was leaving a 24-hour 

Walgreens at Grand & Gravois.  I came out, not thinking, upset, 

and not watching.  It was then that someone came up behind me 

with a gun, and pushed me forward, saying “don’t turn around”.  I 

was then forced face first into the side of the building, I was hit in 

the back of my head, and then I was pushed down.  My assailant 

kept hitting me, and then stole my purse and phone.  I had just 

been paid and had cash plus lottery tickets all in total about 

$3,500.  Now that it was all gone, I just sat there crying for 25 

minutes with no help, as I was bleeding. 

I finally got up and went back into the store where they called for 

an ambulance.  I received 4 stitches.  Then, I went to the bus stop, 

because I had nowhere else to go.  I felt all alone.  I prayed that 

God would help me. 

I finally reached my daughter in Atlanta and told her what had 

happened.  She started calling every shelter she could get a 

number for in St. Louis.  Each and every one turned her down. 

I continued both day and night to cry out to God in prayer.  He 

was all I had and to Him I turned in this time of need. 

It was then that my daughter told me that after numerous calls she 

had found a place I could go.  It was the New Life Evangelistic 

Center.  There I have found a home.  A place of refuge in my time 

of urgent need. 
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Conclusion 

 

Your ongoing partnership for New Life Evangelistic Center is 
absolutely critical at this time.  Growing numbers of hurting and 
homeless people, both throughout Mid-America and in India are 
depending on NLEC for help. 
 
Around the clock the New Life staff are working in your behalf 
to plant seeds of hope and love in the lives of the hurting and 
homeless. 
 
Please keep the work of New Life Evangelistic Center in your 
daily prayers.  Without caring, prayerful partners like you we 
could not be there when people are hurting. 
 
If we can be of further service to you or your family, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us at (314) 421-3020 or 417-866-3363.  
You can also write us at PO Box 473, St. Louis, MO  63166. 
 
You can follow the daily work of New Life Evangelistic Center 
on Facebook @ newlifestl or on 24.2 on your TV or the NLEC 
TV App available on your smart phone or computer. 
 
For further information about the world-wide work of New Life 
Evangelistic Center go to www.newlifeevangelisticcenter.org 
 
I want to invite you to come visit us sometime at 806 N. 
Jefferson in Springfield or 2428 Woodson Rd in Overland, MO. 
 
Yours in Christ Service, 
 

http://www.newlifeevangelisticcenter.org/
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