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Dear Friend,  

 With the winter of 2020 approaching New Life Evangelistic 

Center finds itself fighting battles to save the lives of the homeless on 

two fronts.  Not only must we intensify our efforts of giving masks, 

water, food and hygiene kits to the homeless during the coronavirus 

pandemic, but we must also give them the necessary supplies to 

survive this winter. 

For that reason, I am asking you to join me in celebrating Socktober rather than October.  After 

distributing thousands of masks, hygiene kits, tens of thousands of bottles of water, sandwiches and 

other supplies to fight COVID-19, our resources are depleted.  

 With winter approaching, we must not only continue this effort, but give the homeless socks, 

gloves and other items to deal with the cold weather. 

 This comes at a time that not only is the COVID-19 pandemic 

still spreading throughout Missouri and Illinois, but experts are 

predicting a “second wave” of the coronavirus that could be worse than 

the first. 

 Along with giving out masks and hygiene items to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19, we must now add to our efforts, as winter approaches, the distribution of socks, 

gloves and other items so the homeless will not lose their fingers and toes due to frost bit. 

 Some years back I met Leo.  Since he had no gloves he told the staff his 

fingers were numb to the point he had no feeling in them.  Then he went into 

the men’s restroom to wash his hands.  When he came out the staff present 

were shocked by what they saw and immediately brought Leo to me.  Where 

there were once ten fingers there were now ten stubs.  His frozen fingers had 

broken off in the sink. 

 After that I began to notice that I could tell which of the homeless had spent significant amounts 

of time sleeping outside by those who had lost the tips of their ears, nose, fingers or toes due to frost 

bite.  It was then that I was determined to do everything I could to gather as many gloves, socks, hats, 

backpacks, scarves, winter boots, insulated underwear, coats, blankets, sleeping bags, hygiene kits and 

tents to help the homeless survive during the cold winter months. 
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 Never in over forty-eight years of ministry have I seen a time that such an effort was more 

necessary than now.  Please share your most generous gift during this Socktober of COVID-19. 

 Your gift of $20.00 allows New Life Evangelistic Center 

to give a backpack filled with masks, socks, gloves, hats, 

hygiene kits of hygiene items, long underwear, hand warmers 

and other essentials.  We call these backpacks of emergency 

supplies, Bundles of Love.  But it isn’t just the items mentioned 

that we are able to give.  We are also able to add a sleeping bag 

and a warm winter coat. 

 The homeless women, children and men are all waiting on your response today.  For each $100 

gift you share New Life Evangelistic Center is able to help five homeless people.  You can send your 

tax-deductible gift to NLEC at PO Box 473, St. Louis, MO  63166 or you can give online at 

www.nlecstl.org.  

 Please partner with New Life Evangelistic Center in order that God’s homeless children will be 

kept safe during this pandemic and will not have their hands, toes, or other body parts freeze this 

winter.  This is your opportunity to truly make a big difference for good in the lives of those Jesus 

said, “As often as you have done it for the least of these you have done it unto me” (Matthew 

25:40). 

Yours in Christ  

  

Larry Rice 

P.S. Please respond by October 1st in order that none of God’s 

hurting and homeless children will be left this winter without the 

emergency supplies they need in order to survive.  If you would 

like to gather back packs plus masks, hygiene items [toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, razors, deodorant, hand sanitizer, etc.], socks, gloves, or other items to put in the bundles 

of love, please bring them to 2428 Woodson Road in Overland or to 806 N. Jefferson in Springfield, 

Missouri.  For further information, call (314) 421-3020. 
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